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These surveys have in every case disclosed large wastage
at many places and have resulted in bringing forth various
recommendations for its prevention.1 Much can be accom-
plished in water-waste prevention by a well-framed plumb-
ing ordinance accompanied by a rigid system of periodic
house inspection by trained plumbing inspectors, who, being
subject to civil-service regulations; are removed from sinister
political influence.2 But the policy of putting at least 75
per cent of the supply under a system, of individual
meters will do more, in the way of preventing water waste;
than all other expedients combined; for the -experience of
American cities has very clearly shown that the daily con-
sumption of water is steadily reduced to a reasonable rate
whenever one part of the city after another is brought into
the metered area.s Something of this sort, indeed; becomes
all the more urgent in view of the fact that cities, as they
grow, need more water and water of better quality. As the
commodity becomes correspondingly more valuable the
financial loss incurred through wastage is sure to mount
steadily higher, There are, of course, some objections to the
meter system, of water distribution; these drawbacks will
be discussed a little later in this chapter*

HOW  THE  QUALITY  OF  A  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  IMPROVED

Not only must a public water system, to be efficient, fur-    .      t
nish an adequate supply for the city's reasonable needs, as of water,

1 See, for example, the pamphlet Water Wastes Survey, issued by the
Milwaukee Bureau of Economy and Efficiency, Bulletin, No. 11 (Decem-
ber, 1911); and Hie report on an " Investigation of "Water Waste in Mem-
phis," by C. E. Davis, in Municipal Engineering, xli 104-110 (August,
1911).   An earlier but very thorough report on the subject, by Dexter
Braekett, may be found in Journal of the New England Water Works Asso-
ciation, xviii. 107-160 (June, 1904).

2 An ordinance that might well serve as a model is the one enacted by
Columbus, Ohio, in 1909.    See The Plumbing Code of Columbus (approved
June 28, 1909).

3 Some interesting figures on this point may conveniently bo found in
The American City, vii. 45 (July, 1912).